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Reducing Roaming Dogs in our

Community

Repeat attempts to keep your pet
confined to the yard may be frustrating,
but every escape opens up the
possibility of tragic consequences. If
your dog is running loose, they are in
danger of being hit by a car, injured in
a fight with another dog, or hurt in any
number of other ways.

Ways to keep your dog secure in

your yard

« Install an airlock or double gate.

« Make sure all the latches on gates
and fences are secure. If you have a
gate that blows open or a latch that
does not stay shut, add a lock or
hook-and-eye closure.

« Make the yard their happy place.

« The backyard should not be a prison;
it should be a haven, shelter, and
playground.

« Make sure they have plenty fresh
water and some shade. For fun,
bring out a treat-dispensing toy.
Rotate your dog’s toys to keep them
interested.

You may be entitled to a rates
rebate.

To check if you are eligible or get an
application form visit

www.govt.nz/rates-rebates or email
rates@wairoadc.govt.nz

COUNCIL MEETINGS
INFRASTRUCTURE AND
REGULATORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, September 23, 10am

FINANCE, ASSURANCE AND
RISK COMMITTEE
Tuesday, September 30, 12.30pm

EVERY VOTE
HELPS SHAPE

Bad Guys 2 PREMIERE

PG | 1hr 44m
Thursday 18th September 5.30pm
Wednesday 24th September 11.30am

Demon Slayer: Infinity Castle

R13| 2hr 35m
Sunday 21st September 2pm
Thursday 25th September 2pm

Sketch

PG| 1hr32m

Sunday 21st September 11.30am
Wednesday 24th September 2pm
Thursday 25th September 11.30am

g—ﬁjéﬁ Now ShOWing September 18 - 25

Fight or Flight

OUR FUTURE

R16|1hr4lm

Friday 19th September 5.30pm
The Fantastic Four: First Steps

Voting is now
open!

PG| 1hrs 55m

Wednesday 24th September 5.30pm
The Conjuring: Last Rites

Make Sure You
Have Your Say

R16 | 2hr 15m

Friday 19th September 8pm
Prime Minister PREMIERE

For more information go to
www.wairoadc.govt.nz

TBC| 1hrs41m

Thursday 25th September 5.30pm

For more information go to

www.wairoadc.govt.nz/services/

animal-education/animal-control
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PONDEROSA

he Ponderosa Takeaways is a true Wairoa
institution.

The famous in-Wairoa fish and chip shop has
operated from North Clyde since at least the 1950s
and is a go-to for locals and visitors alike.

In true whanau spirit, the Ponderosa has been
owned by the Harker family for around 40 years.
The local business has survived floods and COVID
and is now positioning itself to come back stronger
than ever.

Rawinia Harker’s connection with the Ponderosa
started as an after-school job while attending
Wairoa College. Sometime later, her parents, Raiha
and Brian Harker, moved home to Wairoa from
Napier and bought the business.

Rawinia, who had been working in hospitality, was
encouraged by her parents to move to Wairoa to
help out with the takeaway, and eventually she
bought the business.

She says that over the last three decades, she has
certainly seen good and bad times.

“Closing because of COVID-19 was hard, and we
were just recovering from that when we got hit by
Cyclone Gabrielle with flooding and silt literally
bench high through the building.”

Rawinia said she received a lot of support from the
Council, the Recovery Office, the Maori Wardens,
builder Steve King and volunteers, which helped
get the Ponderosa back on its feet. “We didn’t have
insurance as we were still recovering from COVID. If
we hadn’t received the level of assistance that we
did, we wouldn’t be here today.”
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It took a year to get the Ponderosa back up and
running, and Rawinia also leased the business out
for a short time. “When my sister Rewa - who is a
great cook - came home, we decided it was time to
give Pondies a new lease of life, and we have been
running it together since February.

“Fish and chips are still the mainstay, and we
offer fresh terakihi and gurnard when we can. The
humble saveloy is also very popular, along with
sausages and a range of burgers.

“Paua bombs - fry bread filled with cream paua,
and paua dumplings are also crowd pleasers, along
with mussel fritter burgers.”

Rewa has been presenting a range of organic salads
using local fresh produce, and these have been
complementing the ever-popular raw fish and
seafood salad range.

“We are always trying something new, and
this summer will be influenced by my son Pire
Robinson’s take on fresh cuisine.” Pire, a chef in
Napier, was brought up in Wairoa and has lots of
ideas to extend the menu over the summer.

“The Ponderosa is a Wairoa icon and it’s great to be
back and to have whanau involvement.”

Rawinia is also grateful to the fantastic staff she
has had over the decades. “In particular, Janetta
Irwin, who has been one of the amazing people
who has supported the Ponderosa. It is the team
we have had behind the counter that has kept the
Ponderosa solid over the decades. We have seen
generations of customers and staff on our journey,
and we look forward to continuing our same level
of service.”

FONDEROJA

Nau mai Haere mai

Ponderosa
Hours: Open 7 days a
week, with summer
hours from 11am to 9pm.

For phone orders, please
call 06 838 7764.

If you have a great business or service to
\ | promote, please contact Wairoa District Council

ed@wairoadc.govt.nz



