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The Smokey Bros BBQ brothers have 
finally settled into their place of 

Zen and now they want to turn up the 
heat on promoting their new home as 
a premium Wairoa destination.
Regular customers will be familiar with the 
bros – Morere brothers Dane and Rayner 
Madsen – and their famous smokey BBQ 
menu. But what many might not know is that 
they are now the proud new owners of what 
used to be the Morere Tearooms.

In December, the Madsen bros took over the 
tearooms and rebranded it to Smokey Bros 
BBQ Café & Morere Holiday Park, which has 
been the reason lately why locals hardly 
see them or their famous smoker and black 
caravan on River Parade.

With their new investment up and running, 
the boys are taking things to the next level. 
Their business in Morere will bring a new 
culinary experience to the district, and help 
put a spotlight on the great local produce 
available in Wairoa and on the East Coast.

Dane, Rayner and their whanau have now 
amalgamated the Morere Hot Springs Lodge, 
campground and the ex-tearooms into the 
Morere Holiday Park; a single accommodation 
and dining venue for all who want the Morere 
experience.

The entrepreneurial brothers, and their 
whanau, settled down for the country life 
after moving from the hustle and bustle of 

Auckland several years ago. They are also the 
owners of a restaurant, nightclub and resort 
on the island of Gili Trawangan, off the coast 
of Lombok Island in Indonesia which was 
badly damaged by an earthquake in October 
last year, and is recovering well.

“We love it here…Wairoa is our home, Wairoa 
is our whanau and we are here to stay.”

After the earthquake they were joined by 
their good friend and talented chef, Raphael 
(Raph), who will bring all the skills and 
experience he has gained over the last 17 
years in both Europe and Asia.

The bros plan to collaborate with other 
businesses to promote Morere as a 
destination for learning, eating, cooking and 
relaxation.

“In time, once the café and the holiday park 
get on their feet, we want to offer the venue as 
a place where our people can come and learn 
about the environment, food and hospitality 
and be able to provide work experience and 
qualifications”

“We are known by many as a destination 
connected to Gisborne, but really not many 
tourists and visitors from around Aoetearoa 
understand our connection to Wairoa and 
places like Mahia and Nuhaka

In the meantime, for more about the holiday 
park you can visit www.visitwairoa.co.nz. 
You can also find the boys on Facebook @
SmokeyBrosBBQ.
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Are you interested in FREE business mentoring? Contact our Economic 
Development Officer Annalena on email a.atzwanger@wairoadc.govt.nz


