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WAIROA DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Extensions and Alterations to Wairoa Centennial Library 
 

1. HISTORY OF THE LIBRARY 

The Wairoa Centennial Library was erected in 1960 to the design provided by Porker & Martin, 
Architects of Wellington.  The engineers were D Bruce – Smith & Associates of Wellington. 
The construction was concrete block external walls, stipple coat finished, with steel portal frames 
supporting the roof and walls.  The exterior joinery was timber. 
 
In 1974 the Wairoa Rotary Club raised $20,000 for an extension to house a Museum which was opened 
by the then Mayor on 21st December 1975. 
 
The West wall and rear wall were reclad in 1998 and in 2003 extensive interior alterations were 
undertaken in 2003 to incorporate the Museum into the library space and erect a new stair to the 
mezzanine.  The architects for this project were Graham Linwood Architect of Hastings. 
 
A new auto opening entrance door was installed in 2009. 
 

2. THE BRIEF 

The objective of this project is to maximise the library to cope with the current needs of the community 
and allow flexibility to be able to adapt to the changing needs for a public library. 
 
The council sees that one of the major continuing changes is in the digital world.  Many local residents 
are now reliant on the library internet services to access online data and services and many of these 
people require assistance from library staff. 
 
When combined with a need for traditional library services alongside the new digital platforms 
challenges are created.  More space is required for small meetings and where people can quietly 
download information or reading material. 
 
The main issues that have given rise to the review are: 

a. Additional storage requirements 
b. The Health and Safety Act changes have necessitated and review of temporary storage and 

heavy boxes of books. 
c. Poor acoustics within the library space. 
d. The unattractive appearance of the front entrance. 

 

3. GENERAL CONDITION OF THE BUILDING 

The library has changed little in external appearance since it was originally built in 1960 and extended in 
1975 excepting for the metal cladding to the side and rear walls, which are not evident to the public.  
The external coating to the blockwork appears to be in reasonable condition with no indication of 
moisture penetration. 
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The high level timber windows have twisted with the time rendering the mechanical opening system 
unworkable.  Allowance has been made in the estimate to replace these windows with aluminium 
sashes, as has been down the side of the mezzanine floor. 
 
The roof has not been surveyed as part of this commission and will require adjustment at the junction 
with the new entrance where an internal gutter will be installed.  The existing air conditioning unit on 
the roof will remain and the two units on the existing canopy and a new unit for the meeting room will 
be added to this.  Allowance is made in the estimate for a proprietary platform to be added to protect 
the roof from foot traffic when regular maintenance of these units occurs. 
 

4. EXTERNAL APPEARANCE OF THE EXISTING LIBRARY 

Libraries built in the era of the Wairoa Centennial Library were generally designed as receptacles for 
books and were mostly rectangular structures with little in the way of design features. 
 
This library is very much of this nature and has little in the way of street appeal.  One aspect of the brief 
was to address this aspect of the building and to provide a more inviting entrance. 
 
Photos of Exterior 
 

   
 

5. TAKING THE LIBRARY INTO THE FUTURE 

The 2015/2016 Annual Plan made provision to “Review Library Building Future Requirements”.  The 
commissioning of our firm to undertake this review stems from this funding allowance. 
 
The design of the extensions and alteration to the library has been prepared following consultations 
with the Librarian and council staff. 
 
The estimates provided have been prepared on the basis that the ground conditions are reasonably 
good and the extent of additional cost (if any) will only be known once the engineer has undertaken 
appropriate ground bearing testing. 
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6. ESTIMATES OF COST 

A preliminary estimate of cost have been prepared by Sharp Consulting Ltd, quantity surveyors of 
Havelock North and a copy of the estimate is attached as Appendix 2 to this report, the preliminary 
estimate of cost for the project is $848,000.00 + GST.  This preliminary estimate doesn’t allow for 
ground remediation, partitioning and client fit out and any replacement of the main switch board, 
should this be required. 
 

7. ELEMENTS OF THE UPGRADING 

These elements are as follows: 

7.1 New Main Entrance 1st floor Meeting Room and Deck 

This new area provides an entrance with an air lock and a storage area for outdoor equipment. 
Above this level is an air conditioned meeting room with tea and coffee making facilities.  This room 
opens out to a deck with a glass balustrade providing a view to the river, with a portion covered. 
The design of this extension features a curved double glazed wall with feature panels of coloured glass, 
all supported by an exposed structural steel frame. 

7.2  Lift 

A lift providing access to the first floor level, as required by The Building Act, is located on the front entry 
wall with access from the body of the library exiting onto the new walkway.  The external sheathing is 
panels painted in colours to reflect the coloured glazing in the new entry. 
 

7.3 Rear Store Extension 

One of the major deficiencies of the library is the lack of storage and this extension is designed to 
alleviate this issue.  The existing rear canopy will be removed and reinstated over the relocated doorway 
as part of this work. 
 

 
 

7.4 Workshop 

The existing storage area/workshop will become a dedicated workshop for staff purposes and for 
holiday programme use.  A glazed wall will be erected above the existing handrail level to provide 
separation from what will be a quiet space.  The glazing will allow visibility to the body of the library and 
provide natural light to the workshop space. 
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7.5 Quiet Space and Walkway 

The existing reading areas will have a new floor installed above at the same level as the existing first 
floor to provide an additional quiet space and to provide access via a walkway to the lift and meeting 
room. 
 
These areas have been designed with acoustic measures to ensure a minimum of noise transmission 
when the spaces are used.  These measures will also assist in reducing reverberation within the library 
space. 
 

7.6 Staff Area 

A level of separation is being provided to the staff area adjacent to the disabled toilet which is, at the 
moment, part of the body of the library under the mezzanine floor. 
 

7.6 Acoustic Dampening 

A major component of the brief was to reduce the noise levels within the library.  Acoustic panels will be 
inserted into the existing ceiling linings in an effort to reduce the noise levels in the library. 
 
Photo of library interior showing ceiling 
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Appendix 1  Drawings 
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Appendix 2 Preliminary Estimate of Cost 
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