Council
6 December 2016

Sharing of the railway corridor with State Highway 2
Department Engineering

Author & contact | Jamie Cox — Engineering Manager
officer
1. Purpose 1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Council's endorsement
of a proposal to reduce travel time on State Highway 2 from
Wairoa to Napier.

Recommendation | The Engineering Manager RECOMMENDS that:

1. Council offers its support in principal on the proposal
for the sharing of the railway corridor with State
Highway 2 between Wairoa and Napier, specifically
from Esk Valley to Waikare, to reduce travel time on
SH2 between Wairoa and Napier.

2. Background 2.1 The Wairoa District Council has had a number of
presentations from Mr Rex Mclintyre and co. regarding a
proposal to utilise parts of the railway corridor on State
Highway 2 between Wairoa and Napier for the purposes of
reducing travel time between Wairoa and Napier.

2.2 Mr Rex Mcintrye has advocated the benefits of sharing the
railway corridor with State Highway 2 and seeks Council’s
endorsement of the proposal.

2.3 At the November Council Forum, Council offered its support
in principal and that this support, by way of resolution be
tabled at the next meeting of HBRC Transport Committee.

Confirmation of In accordance with section 76 of the Local Government Act
statutory 2002, this report is approved as:

compliance a. containing sufficient information about the options and their
benefits and costs, bearing in mind the significance of the
decisions; and,

b. is based on adequate knowledge about, and adequate
consideration of, the views and preferences of affected and
interested parties bearing in mind the significance of the
decision.

Signatories Author: J Cox Approved: F Power
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0ad lransport Association New Zealan Inc.
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Hastings 4122

RLTP Submission Support Document
Napier - Gisborne Transport Dilemma 13" February 2015 - HB Regional Council

The Road Transport Association supports the submission in its entirety but would also like to
make it clear it also supports multimodal transport options where they can be economically
justified, however in this case there are large sums of money needing to be spent on both
the rail and the State Highway corridors of which there is limited funding (if any) for either
project at present so industry is fully supporting superior self-funded State Highway
improvements that satisfies the requirements of both Freight and passenger transport and
meets the needs of the Nz Transport Agencies objectives of Safer Journeys.

Stage One and two of the proposal has huge benefits in terms of achieving what is required
of the NZ Transport Agency within our region to open the corridor up safely to High
Productivity Motor Vehicles in line with Government initiatives for “more freight on less
trucks” with operators benefitting by having a flatter and safer road network than what is
currently provided to gain better economical operating costs. Industry does realize the
realignment of the Waikare Gorge is necessary with or without the project for full High
Productivity Motor Vehicles access between Gisborne and Napier, however the cost of
manufacturing bridges and shifting construction equipment such as cranes and machinery
would be dramatically reduced if the two projects were combined saving the region a
substantial amount boosting economic benefits earlier than forecast.

Other benefits that would come with natural attrition from such projects is the recent
conversation around carbon footprint which was had at the G20 summit attended by the
Honourable John Key. Industry has one large transport company within New Zealand that
has already received a signed fourteen year contract with Toyota New Zealand for transport
of their product range due to buying into the EECA fuel savings program substantially
reducing their CO2 emissions giving Toyota a carbon neutral status which is something to be
proud of on the world stage. The potential combined savings of CO2 emissions for both
truck and car on the 40 kilometre stretch of road from Napier to Tutira alone would equate
t0 2,175.38 tonnes based on 240 annual business days of work per annum of which would
dramatically increase with changes to volumes of traffic or the work day calendar and the
completion of the Waikare Gorge realignment.

Other issues that support the proposal are recent road closures on SH2 (devils elbow) North
of Napier and SH2 Waioeka Gorge North of Gisborne to Tauranga and Auckland with the
only route available for heavy vehicles and 50MAX being via SH5 the Napier/T aupo Road.

b
%, )
Principal Road Transport Association NZ Inc. Lu m Iey ‘%
Sponsors
www.rtanz.co.nz




This adds substantial costs to the operator and the customer but the ability to meet their
client’s demands is Paramount which would only improve the burden of the extra costs and
travel times with less kilometres of travel by using the Proposed route leading directly onto
SHS further north of Napier rather than the existing corridor which on a return journey
equates to an added two and a half hours of travel time which puts pressure on operators
and professional drivers to comply with the Loghook and Work Time Rule considering the
nearest opportunity for drivers to take a break or obtain overnight accommodation ison
State Highway 2 between Café 287 near Wairoa and State Highway 5 the Rangitaiki Tavern
near Taupo approx. 5.5 hours apart with a fully laden vehicle.

Unfortunately in the case of the rail network there is no direct link from Gisborne or
Hawke’s Bay to Auckland and alf rail movements North must first go South to Palmerston
North then North to Auckland which adds both substantial time and costs and puts the
many perishable goods that are grown in both regions at risk on any given day making rail a
less likely mode of transport with time sensitive freight reaching its destination hence the
need for better and safer roads that will remain open during severe weather events allowing
continued freight and passenger movements and prosperous economic-growth to both
regions 24 hours per day 365 days of the year.

Thank you for your time.
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