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ABOUT WAIROA

General

T

Population And Settlement

W

the 1996 Census:

14.2% of the people in the Wairoa District were
aged over 60 compared to the national average of 
15.4%.

The proportion of preschool-age children living in 
the Wairoa District was 9.8% compared with 7.7%
for all of New Zealand.

57.8% of the population considered themselves to 
belong to the Māori ethnic group compared with
all of New Zealand at 15.1%. This has increased 
significantly since 1991 when 45% of the District’s
population considered themselves to be Maori.

People in the Wairoa District tend to have lower incomes,
less higher qualifications, however, some positive 
trends are emerging: for example, unemployment in
Wairoa has dropped from 1200 a decade ago to 90.

Wairoa is the main settlement.  It functions primarily as 
a servicing, administrative and educational centre for 
the district.  A number of small settlements serve the 
rural population.

Community Well-being

The quality of life enjoyed by people in Wairoa is 
dependent on a variety of factors such as: ·

•

•

•

Wairoa In Focus

“A Strong Prosperous And Thriving 
Economy” - Central Government, Local 
Government and individuals working 
more effectively to create conditions that 
promote economic growth.

Economy

I

to create conditions that promote economic growth. 

The economy of the District is based on the rural sector.
Approximately 60% of the total land is in productive
use, of which some 48% is in pasture.

Pastoral farming has been the basis of the economy
since the first European settlement.  Forestry is of 
growing importance and there is the potential for the 
further development of horticulture and cropping.

The pattern of rural land use has changed significantly
since the 1980’s largely due to changes in government 
policies aimed at reform of many sectors of the New 
Zealand economy.   There are now fewer beef and dairy 
cattle, pigs and sheep.  There has been a substantial
increase in plantation forestry.

Recent petroleum exploration has resulted in findings
of natural gas in the northern Wairoa area, and may also 
result in findings elsewhere.
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Economy (cont)

COMMUNITY

OUTCOMES

What Are Community 

Outcomes?

T
important for its present and future economic, social, 
cultural and environmental well-being.  

It is important to remember that these outcomes belong 
to the community – they are not Council outcomes.
The role of the Council is to give the community an 
opportunity to have their say in the future direction 
and well being of the Wairoa District.

How Were These Determined? 

Five  Hawke’s Bay Councils - Hastings District Council,
Napier City Council, Central Hawke’s Bay District Council,
Wairoa District Council and the Hawke’s Bay Regional
Council made a decision to take a regional approach
and work collectively together with the community to 
identify community outcomes and determine a long
term vision for the future of our region.

Wairoa In Focus

The Process 

A

a copy of the submission form via 
the Regional Council’s magazine –

The Big Picture.  Further submission forms were 
available in libraries, community centres, information 
centres, Council buildings, shops and sports stadiums. 

A telephone survey of 500 respondents provided an 
insight into community thinking and showed levels of 
satisfaction with services provided. It was a snapshot 
study with a margin of error + or – 4.38%. The sample
has an equivalent ratio of Males 50%: Females 50%,
60% urban/town addresses and 40% rural. The number 
of respondents interviewed from each district was in 
proportion to their respective population figures. 

Wairoa 2005 Survey 

In May 2005 all households in the Wairoa District were 
sent a survey brochure asking them to either confirm 
that the outcomes identified in the Regional process
were still the outcomes they wanted or whether they 
wished to make changes.  89% of those who replied 
confirmed that these outcomes were still what the
community wanted.  The survey also asked them to 
rank the outcomes in order of importance.   In addition, 
stakeholders were also contacted by letter for their 
input.
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The Results 

ECONOMIC WELLBEING

A Strong Prosperous And Thriving Economy

Central Government, Local Government and individuals working
more effectively to create conditions that promote economic
growth.

A Safe and Integrated Transport System

A safe and affordable transport system that meets the needs of 
the people in our district.

SOCIAL AND CULTURAL WELLBEING

A Community That Values And Promotes Its Culture And Heritage

The Community recognising, achieving and promoting their

•

1.

2.

•

3. COMMUNITY PRIORITIES 

The process of identifying 

priorities during the May 

2005 survey showed the 

following results for the 

Wairoa Community:

A strong, prosperous 

and thriving economy

A safe and secure 

community

A lifetime of good 

health and wellbeing

An environment 

that is appreciated, 

protected and 

sustained for future 

generations

Supportive, 

caring and valued 

communities

A safe and integrated 

transport system

Strong district 

leadership and a 

sense of belonging

Safe and accessible 

recreational facilities

A community that 

values and promotes 

its culture and 

heritage

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.O
ut
co
m
es

cultural goals.  Acknowledging and protecting places of 
significance to pass to future generations.  Communities 
respecting and embracing the cultural environment 
of all cultures represented in their communities.
Central Government, Local Government and individuals 
working.

Safe And Accessible Recreational Facilities

A co-ordinated approach where all people are 
able to access safe recreational facilities. 

Supportive, Caring And Valued Communities

Caring communities where people feel 
respected and valued as important members of 
our district. They are able to access resources to 
reach their full potential in life and participate 
towards achieving strong communities.

Strong District Leadership And A Sense Of Belonging

Co-ordinated leadership to achieve economic, 
social, cultural and environmental wellbeing of 
our communities. A democratic environment 
where all people are able to participate in the 
life of their communities and achieve a sense of 
belonging.

ENVIRONMENTAL WELLBEING

A Safe And Secure Community

Central Government, Local Government and 
the community working together to create an 
environment that is safe for all people in our 
community.

A Life Time Of Good Health And Wellbeing

An environment in which all people are able to 
achieve a lifetime of good health and wellbeing.  
They are protected from the negative effects of 
pollution, drug and alcohol abuse and illness.  
They have confidence in and access to health 
care provided in our region.

An Environment That Is Appreciated, Protected And 

Sustained For Future Generations

Communities respecting the importance of 
our natural environment and working towards 
sustaining this for the wellbeing of future 
generations.

4.

5.

6.

•

7.

8.

9.
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OUR VISION

“Wairoa District is a walking and cycling friendly region. 
Walking and cycling are safe, convenient, enjoyable and 
popular forms of transport and leisure that contribute to 
environmental, cultural, social,  health, well-being and 
tourism outcomes.”

A

WALKWAY DESCRIPTION

T

to Spooners Point, continuing down Kopu Road and 
ending at Pilots Hill.  Along the way it is anticipated that
there will be a number of picnic areas, park benches, 
public art and historical accounts in the form of a
heritage trail. There are many beneficial health, social, 
tourism and economic outcomes that result from this 
initiative. (See maps)

THE BENEFITS
Summary

Walking and cycling are important for a number of 
reasons, which are generally well known and extensively 
documented elsewhere. The following list provides a 
summary of those reasons:

Recreation: both walking and cycling are popular 
leisure activities, as evidenced in research conducted 
by the Hillary Commission.

Health and well-being: walking and cycling are
good forms of cardiovascular exercise, and there are
measurable benefits to the whole community from
having a fitter and healthier population.

Environmental reasons: there are many environmental 
benefits from people choosing to walk or cycle rather 
than using a car to get around, including reduced vehicle

The Walkway Vision & Benefits

g y g
school, with more children being dropped off by car. 
This results in increasing traffic numbers around school
gates, which can be hazardous to young children, who
are generally not as “road safe” as adults.

Tourism: walking and cycling are popular leisure
activities, and the provision of attractive walking and 
cycling routes enhances the district as a place for 
visitors, adding to Wairoa’s attraction as a place to visit 
and live.

Community pride: This highly aesthetic route will add
to the sense of community pride – ‘changing Wairoa’s
image of itself ’.

Benefits Of Walking

Walking benefits not only the individual but also the
community as a whole, and provides not only health
benefits but also environmental, economic and social 
benefits.

Health Benefits

There is well known evidence as to the benefits of 
incorporating regular and moderate exercise into daily 
living patterns. Walking meets these requirements to 
achieve health benefits, and is an activity that can be
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The Walkway Vision & Benefits

Benefits Of Cycling

T
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•   increases in the ability to perform daily activities  
    more efficiently;

The Walkway Vision & Benefits
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A NATIONAL VISION

I

A Shared National Vision & Walkway Objectives

walking and cycling
to want to walk or 

of these activities

WALKWAY OBJECTIVES

Infrastructure And Safety

Education And Encouragement
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Walking and cycling are two of the best 
and easiest ways of being active. Each can 
be done in small amounts each day. They 
are free, or relatively inexpensive and can 
be incorporated into everyday life.
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Spooners Point

Birth place of
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Wairoa Public Library

Wairoa Museum
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Kopu Memorial
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